CHAPTER I.

EARLY LIFE OF SIR ELIJAH IMPEY,

OF the immediate parentage and early history of Sir
Elijah Impey, there is little of any public interest to be
recorded, beyond the fact that he was born and bred a
gentleman and a scholar. Yet some short biographical
notice may be expected to precede a work like the
present. Moreover, as Sir Elijah's reputation has been
assailed from its very earliest years, it is fit that, from
its very earliest years it should likewise be vindicated;
in order that the general reader of this day, who is not
likely to devote time, and still less the labour of research,
to such a subject, may be as carefully disabused, as he
has been ignorantly and uncharitably, if not maliciously
misinformed j and that it may plainly appear from begin-
ning to end, whether Mr, Macaulay is justified in repre-
senting the character of an able, honourable, and amiable
man, as he has presumed to do. So unambitious was
my father of any posthumous fame to be achieved by
memoirs or biographical sketches, and so averse to the
publication of correspondence unconnected with public
affairs, that the materials which have come down to me,
whether of his early private life, or professional efforts, are
very scanty; but such as they are, I possess them, while
Mr. Macaulay, his pretended critic and historian, has
not the slightest authority or shadow of proof for his